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May 19, 1890 


“Human Nature and Its Restraints” The Signs of the Times 16, 19, pp. 296, 
297. 


LET anyone compare the two pictures drawn by Paul, the one in 
Romans 1:28-31, of the iniquity of ancient heathenism, the other in 
2 Timothy 3:1-8, of the iniquity of the last days, even among those 
who have “a form of godliness,” and he will see that they are exactly 
alike. Human nature, unrestrained, is the same in all ages. Whether 
in the days of Christ, or two thousand years before, or two thousand 
years after; whether manifested in the habitants of Canaan, or in 
the inhabitants of the United States, it is always the same. It is for 
this very reason that the Bible fits men, wherever on the earth it 
may find them. It is a book not for one tribe only, nor for one class, 
nor for one nation, but for the human race. And it is the only book in 
the world that is. The reason for that is, that the book was given by 
One who knows human nature in its very essence.S/7T/ May 19, 
1890, page 296.1 


God made man upright. But he turned from the bright course which 
God set before him; he sinned, and so sold himself to do evil; and 
not the sublime powers which the Lord bestowed upon him, to be 
exerted in the way of righteousness, are prostituted to evil; his 
“course is evil,” and his “force is not right.” If ever, then, man shall 
be raised from his fallen state, if ever his lapsed powers shall be 
restored, it is indispensable that the tendency of every faculty be 
restrained, turned into the right course, and trained to follow it. The 
Bible meets this necessity; it meets it in every part, and satisfies it 
to the full. Therefore, this of itself is proof that the Creator of man is 
the author of the Bible.SIT! May 19, 1890, page 296.2 


Human nature being the same everywhere, the only thing that 
makes one person to differ from another is the degree of restraint 
each one recognizes in his own case. If, in a person, all the 
restraints of the law of God are recognized, he will be a man fitted 
for the society and fellowship of the angels. If, on the contrary, none 





of these are recognized, he will be a man fit only for the society and 
fellowship of demons. Upon many persons, and in many ways, 
these restraints exert themselves unconsciously, as in the case of 
the infidel, who denies the authority or the existence of God, and 
despises his word. Yet the principles of that word are so imbedded 
in the society of which he is a member that he yields obedience to 
them, while he thinks he is defying them; but transplant him to the 
state of society which he advocates, where none of these principles 
are recognized, and none exerted, and he will run as readily in the 
way of iniquity as the veriest heathen that ever dwelt in the land of 
Canaan. And that other class of persons who call themselves 
“Christians”, or even “Christian ministers,” who, in their opposition to 
the obligations of the ten commandments, can hardly frame 
sentences that will sufficiently express the bitterness of their 
contempt for the law of God, only let the time come when such seed 
shall have borne its fruit, when society in following such teaching 
shall have reached that condition which would be defined in the 
very opposite of the ten commandments, and they will go as 
greedily in that evil way as did Balaam of old.S/T/ May 19, 1890, 
page 296.3 


Again, many will restrain themselves from doing evil through fear of 
punishment; but take away the prospect of punishment, or satisfy 
them that there will be none, and they will go to any length that 
circumstances may allow. Henry VIII., although he regarded not 
God, as long as he feared the Pope did not dare to divorce his wife, 
but when he had broken through that restraint, he cut off the heads 
of three wives, and only a witty speech saved the head of the 
fourth.S/TI May 19, 1890, page 296.4 


There is another course by which men reach the same state of 
cruelty. That is, not by denying the existence of God, but by making 
themselves the depositaries of what they choose to define as his 
will, and then holding themselves as the sole expositors and 
executors of that will. As in every single instance it is only their own 
will which is thus exalted to the supremacy, and therefore is of only 
human authority, the only way in which it can be enforced is by 
human enactment; and then instead of being simply executors, they 
make themselves executioners in carrying into effect their arbitrary 
will. Making their own will supreme, and themselves the sole 





interpreters of that will, even though they claim it to be the will of 
God, they just as veritably put themselves beyond restraint as do 
the men who deny God outright. Both classes reach the same point, 
and both commit the same enormous crimes, the one illustrated in 
the fearful orgies of the Reign of Terror, the other illustrated in the 
terrible torments of the Inquisition.S/T/ May 19, 1890, page 296.5 


And now at this hour of the nineteenth century, and in our own 
country, under the profession of National Reform, the harlot 
daughters of the Papacy are preparing to revive the spirit and times 
of the mother. For when, by constitutional authority, they, after the 
similitude of the Papacy, shall have acquired a power similar to the 
Papal, they will be in position to commit excesses similar to those of 
the Papacy. Human nature without restraint, in these, is as ruinous 
as in those. True, they would comfort us with the assurance that 
they will not hurt a “hair of’ our “heads.” But as we know that it is a 
giant’s power which they want, so we know, by human nature as 
portrayed in human history, that when they get it, they will use it like 
a giant.S/T! May 19, 1890, page 296.6 


The Scriptures confirm all that this investigation suggests. In the 
beginning of this article we cited Romans 1:28-37 as the description 
of the ancient heathendom, and 2 Timothy 3:1-8 as the description 
of the last days of modern Christendom, and we find them exactly 
alike. It is by resistance to the truth of God that men loosen its 
restraints upon them, and deliver themselves up to the sway of 
Satan. In the last days it is only those who “received not the love of 
the truth that they might be saved,” in whom Satan works “with all 
power and signs and lying wonders.” It is only those “who believe 
not the truth” but have “pleasure in unrighteousness,” who become 
so deluded that they “believe a lie.”S/T/ May 19, 1890, page 296.7 


From the beginning of the world God has left no nation without 
witness. Acis 14:16, 17. By a then “present truth” he has witnessed 
to different ages. In obedience to that truth, and in the love of it, lay 
the salvation of the people in each respective age. In the last days 
God sends a message which reaches to the end of the world, and is 
therefore his last message to the world. It is the Third Angel's 
Message, “Here are they that keep the commandments of God and 
the faith of Jesus.” Revelation 14:9-16. The commandments of God 





are truth. Psalm 119:157. The faith of Jesus is the faith of him who 
is the truth. John 74:6. Both together embrace the whole word of 
God, which is truth (John 17:17), and restrain men. “Thou shalt not’ 
is the key-note of the commandments of God; “and if any man will 
come after me, /et him deny himself,” exclaims Jesus. Therefore the 
Third Angel’s Message in holding forth the “commandments of God 
and the faith of Jesus” presents the summary of all those restraints 
which are demanded in checking and transforming the tendencies 
of human nature, and in leading them by the “right course,” to 
goodness and to God. And when the world shall deliberately reject 
the Third Angel’s Message, it thereby places itself beyond those 
restraints, and is then ready to be led captive by Satan at his will; 
and then it is that he works with all power in them that perish, 
“because they received not the love of the truth that they might be 
saved.” By the Third Angel’s Message, the harvest of the earth will 
be ripened for good or for ill; for glory or for shame; to be gathered 
into the garner of God, or to be bound in bundles to be burned.S/7/ 
May 19, 1890, page 296.8 


A. T. J. 





May 26, 1890 
“Is It Peace and Safety” The Signs of the Times 16, 20, pp. 312, 313. 


IN spite of the rapid increase of crime and violence on every hand; 
in spite of the most gigantic preparations for war that the world has 
ever seen; in spite of the increasing worldliness of the church, the 
pulpit and the religious press continue to talk of peace and safety, 
of a millennium in which there shall be no war, and in which the 
world will be converted. In the midst of violence and crime, it seems 
a strange proceeding to talk of peace and safety. In the presence of 
the greatest possible preparations for war, it seems rather 
incongruous to announce the speedy approach of a time when 
there shall be no war. In the face of the increasing worldliness of 
the church, and the loss of her power of godliness, the prospect 
does not appear very flattering for the conversion of the world to 
Christ. Yet under these very circumstances, in these very times, 
these very things are preached.S/7/ May 26, 1890, page 312.1 


But is such preaching, the preaching of the truth? Is it so that 
through the practice of violence and crime there is to be developed 
an era of peace and safety for those safety for those who commit 
these things as well as for those who do not? Is it true that by these 
immense preparations for war, by this constant readiness for war, 
and this increasing jealousy and warlike spirit amongst nations, 
there is to be brought about a time when all nations shall voluntarily 
lay down their arms and make no more preparation for war, and 
when there shall nevermore be either jealousy or warlike spirit? Is it 
a fact that through a world-loving church seeking for worldly power 
and worldly favor, there shall flow such a flood of divine grace that it 
shall irresistibly overwhelm the world? Such results from such 
causes or by such means, are moral impossibilities. Then why is it 
that from one end of Christendom to the other the pulpits ring with 
it? Is it because the Scriptures say that this shall be? Let us 
see.S/T/ May 26, 1890, page 312.2 


There are certain scriptures quoted to prove that these things are 
so. Let us read them.S/T/ May 26, 1890, page 312.3 


Psalm 2:7, 8. “| will declare the decree; the Lord hath said unto me, 





Thou art my Son; this day have | begotten thee. Ask of me, and | 
shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession.” There, does not that say that 
the world shall be converted? Well does it? Plainly it does not. It 
says that the heathen and the uttermost parts of the earth shall be 
given to the Son of God. But it does not say that this shall be by 
conversion nor for conversion. Before the conversion of the heathen 
or the uttermost parts of the earth can be found in that scripture it 
has to be put into it by the one who wants to find it there. And that is 
not the best way to interpret Scripture. It is not the best way to read 
into Scripture what we want there, rather than to read the Scripture 
to find what really is there. But it may be asked, Is not conversion 
the necessary conclusion from the text? It is not, because the next 
verse shows the contrary: “Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; 
thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” That is 
certainly anything else then their conversion. This is shown further 
by the remaining verses: “Be wise now therefore, O ye kings; be 
instructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and 
rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish 
from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little.”S/7T/ May 26, 
1890, page 312.4 


This shows that the time is coming when the Son will be angry, and 
his wrath will be kindled; and that now men must make their peace 
with him, that they be not broken and dashed in pieces when his 
wrath shall be kindled, for that is to be done with the heathen and 
the uttermost parts of the earth when they are given to him. This is 
confirmed by another scripture in which this wrath is spoken of. 
Revelation 6:16 speaks of “the wrath of the Lamb.” And when that 
wrath is revealed, “the kings of the earth, and the great men, and 
the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every 
bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in 
the rocks of the mountains; and said to the mountains and rocks, 
Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of his 
wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?” It is certain 
therefore that the second psalm does not teach the conversion of 
the world; nor will it allow any such teaching to be read into it.S/7/ 
May 26, 1890, page 312.5 





Another scripture quoted in proof of the conversion of the world is 
Revelation 11:15: “The kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever 
and ever.” But this text is much the same as the other. It does not 
say that these kingdoms become his by conversion nor for 
conversion. It is evident that this text bears the same meaning as 
that in the second psalm. Read the two together: “I shall give thee 
the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for thy possession.” “The kingdoms of this world are become 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ.” These two texts 
certainly speak of the same time and the same event, and we have 
seen that these heathen are given him to be dashed in pieces. And 
that this is the same with “the kingdoms of the world,” is evident 
from the context. The whole verse reads, “And the seventh angel 
sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and 
of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.”S/T/ May 26, 
1890, page 312.6 


“The seventh angel” here spoken of is the seventh of the seven 
trumpet angels of the eighth to the eleventh chapters of this book. 
And each of the last three trumpets is accompanied by woe, for 
Revelation 8:13 says, “Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth 
by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, 
which are yet to sound!” There were three trumpets yet to sound 
and there were to be three woes because of the three trumpets. 
This is further shown by Revelation 11:14: “The second woe is past; 
and, behold, the third woe cometh quickly.” Then follows the 
sounding of the seventh trumpet and the announcement that the 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and 
of his Christ. Now as the seventh trumpet is accompanied by the 
third woe, and as it is under the seventh trumpet that the kingdoms 
of this world become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, it is 
certain therefore that it is in the midst of a time of woe that the 
kingdoms of this world do become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
his Christ.S/T/ May 26, 1890, page 312.7 


This is further shown by verse 78: “And the nations were angry 
[precisely the attitude of the nations at this moment], and thy wrath 
is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and 





that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and 
to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and 
shouldest destroy them which corrupt [margin] the earth.” The time 
of reward of the saints, etc., is at the coming of the Lord, for he 
says, “Behold, | come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give 
every man according as his work shall be.” Revelation 22:12. Then 
it is that his wrath is kindled and the angry nations are given him, 
and in the midst of a time of woe they are dashed in pieces, and 
destroyed because they corrupt left to other people, but it shall 
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand 
forever.”S/T/ May 26, 1890, page 312.8 


It is evident that in none of these texts is the conversion of the 
world, nor a millennium of peace, spoken of at all nor even 
suggested. Instead of the nations being at peace, they are “angry;” 
instead of there being safety on the earth there is “woe;” instead of 
the conversion of the world there is to be destruction that shall fall 
grievously upon the head of the wicked. And yet in the face of these 
plain declarations of the word of God, and of the events that mark 
their fulfillment, men will preach directly the opposite. But even this 
is shown by the word of God as that which will be at this time. In the 
last verse of 7 Thessalonians 4, the coming of the Lord is spoken 
of. Then in the first verses of the fifth chapter it is said: “But of the 
times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that | write unto 
you. For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so 
cometh as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, Peace and 
safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon 
a woman with child; and they shall not escape.”S/T!| May 26, 1890, 
page 313.1 


This shows that at the time when destruction is impending there will 
be men saying, “Peace and safety,” and then sudden destruction 
comes upon them. Therefore if there is any one thing that men 
should disbelieve, it is the preaching of peace and safety, the 
preaching of a millennium of peace and the conversion of the world. 
The very preaching of it is evidence of its falsity, because the word 
of God says thatfhen “destruction cometh.”S/T/ May 26, 1890, 
page 313.2 


A. T. J. 
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